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ST. PAUL’S EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI

September 12, 2021

WELCOME TO WORSHIP
If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. We are happy you 
are here. If you have any questions, just ask an usher or other volunteer. Please also fill 
out our Connect Card to let us know how we might continue to serve you.

SERVICE NOTES FOR THIS SUNDAY
God became man and lived life in our place. Christ lived the 
perfect God-lived life. Living as a Christian, a little Christ, 
we have the privilege of demonstrating what God looks like 
in how we live our lives, in living lives that show God. In 
today’s worship, the particular emphasis of the God-lived 
life is a life lived for others. In our Gospel, Jesus answers 

“Who is my neighbor?” God allows us opportunity to serve and love one another. We get 
to show his love by sacrificing and serving all those around us. This month, we focus 
especially on ways to serve our communities.

The liturgical color* for this Sunday is green, which is the color of growth. Our faith and 
trust in God grow as we hear the Word. Our love for others also grows as we are called to 
serve them.

PRAYER OF PREPARATION
Lord God, in coming to hear your Word this morning, you have planted us like trees 
beside streams of water. Grant that we may ever delight in your Word and yield abundant 
fruit in our lives, through Jesus Christ, your Son our Lord. Amen.

COPYRIGHT INFORMATION
Scripture quotations marked (EHV®) are taken from The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 
2018 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. Used by permission: www.wartburgproject.org.

Hymns and liturgy marked CW can be found in Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal.  Common Service. Words and 
Music. © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-719903 

* The liturgical color is found on the pastor's stole, the altar, and the pulpit.
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ORDER OF WORSHIP
 
Please stand.
INVOCATION
M: We begin our worship in the same way we were baptized: In the name of the Father 

and of the Son ✠ and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

CONFESSION
M: Heavenly Father, you have blessed us with gifts to serve you and our neighbor. We 

repent for times we have used those gifts selfishly instead of generously and selflessly. 
Forgive us and let your peace rule our lives. 

C: ♫ May the peace of God my Father  Rule my life in everything,
That I may be calm to comfort  Sick and sorrowing. ♫  (CW467:3)

M: Dear Savior Jesus, you have shown us the full extent of your love by giving your life 
for ours on the cross. Though that love is what ought to motivate our service, too often 
our service is grudgingly given, motivated by guilt and obligation, instead of 
generously given, motivated by your love. Forgive us and let your love fill our lives. 

C: ♫ May the love of Jesus fill me  As the waters fill the sea,
Him exalting self abasing – This is victory. ♫ (CW467:4)

M: O Holy Spirit, you want all people to be saved by the power of the Gospel. You also 
tell us that you use our Christian lives and service to lead them to hearing the Gospel. 
We are sorry when people see sin in our lives and not the good deeds you desire from 
us. Forgive us and live within us. 

C: ♫ May his Spirit live within me  As I seek the lost to win,
And may they forget the channel, Seeing only him. ♫ (CW467:6)

ABSOLUTION
M: As a called servant of the Triune God, I announce to you his grace and forgiveness. 

On behalf of and by the command of our Savior Jesus Christ, I forgive you all of your 
sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

C: ♫ May the mind of Christ my Savior   Live in me from day to day,
By his love and pow’r inspiring  All I do or say. 
♫ May the Word of God dwell richly  In my heart from hour to hour,
So that all may see I triumph   Only through his pow’r. ♫ (CW467:1-2)
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M: Let us pray…Almighty and merciful God, you sent your son not to be served but to 
serve. Grant to us a rich measure of your mercy and strength and work in us a love for 
others that overflows in acts of service and compassion; through your Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

C: ♫ May I run the race before me, Strong and brave to face the foe,
Looking only unto Jesus  As I onward go. ♫  (CW467:5)

Please be seated

The Word

BIBLE READING 1 Thessalonians 4:9-12
A life of service wins the respect of others.
After the reading, the announcement is made: 
M: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

Please stand.
GOSPEL Luke 10:25-37
A God-lived life lives for others.
After the Gospel, the announcement is made: 
M: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise be to you, O Christ! 
Be seated.

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE 

HYMN OF THE DAY                               Brothers, Sisters, Let Us Gladly | CW 484
Contemporary setting

SERMON    

Please stand.
CONFESSION OF FAITH Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
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I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He 
ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Be seated.

OFFERING
St. Paul’s members offer their first and their best to their Savior in order to 
support the sharing of the Gospel through our church and our worldwide church 
body, the WELS.  Our guests do not need to feel obligated to participate.  If the 
gospel message has moved you to give and you would like an electronic option, 
you can scan this QR code with your mobile phone.  It will connect you with our 
website’s giving page.

WELS CONNECTION VIDEO   

Please stand. 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
M: Lord Jesus, our only Savior and Lord, we praise and thank you for humbling 

yourself for us. You gave your life for ours that we might be called children of 
God, and that is what we are. No earthly effort or riches could be given to satisfy 
God’s just wrath over us and our sins. We were helpless and hopeless. But your 
holy precious blood paid the price of our forgiveness. You gave yourself freely and 
willingly for us. Now eternity is ours as a gift earned by you. Grant that we live in 
awe of this gift and thanksgiving for each day of your grace. Grant us the grace to 
live our lives for you by living for others. Lord in your mercy:

C: Hear our prayer.
M: Holy Spirit, work in us a rich measure of wisdom that we may reflect your love for 

us in the lives we live here on earth. Work in us a rich measure of your peace that 
we can boldly spend our lives in serving others and helping them in their need. 
Loosen our tongues and bless us with the words to speak to encourage and help 
others with your love, forgiveness, and truth. Lord, in your mercy:

C: Hear our prayer.
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M: Heavenly Father, creator of all, provider of our every need, strengthen our hands 
to serve you by serving others. Provide our every need and grant us a rich measure 
of your abundance that we may never fail to have enough as we share with others 
of the good gifts you have given to us.  Help us use the hours of each day not just 
for ourselves but for you. Help us use the treasure you have given to bless others. 
Help us to use the abilities you have given us to serve more than be served, as your 
Son did for us. Lord, in your mercy:

C: Hear our prayer.

Special prayers and intercessions may follow.

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.

Silent prayer.

M: Teach us, O Lord, to love each other more and more. Grant that as we use the gifts 
you give to live our lives for others, we not only glorify you, but win the respect of 
outsiders that they may come to listen and learn of your life lived for us, died for 
us, and raised for our forgiveness and eternal life. We make our requests to you 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who taught us to pray:

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done 
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread; forgive us our sins, as we 
forgive those who sin against us; lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

HYMN                               Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us | CW 486

Bible Study

BIBLE READING Acts 9:36-42
Tabitha served others with her talents

36 In Joppa there was a disciple named Tabitha (in Greek her name is Dorcas); she 
was always doing good and helping the poor. 37 About that time she became sick and 
died, and her body was washed and placed in an upstairs room. 38 Lydda was near 
Joppa; so when the disciples heard that Peter was in Lydda, they sent two men to him 
and urged him, “Please come at once!”
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39 Peter went with them, and when he arrived he was taken upstairs to the room. 
All the widows stood around him, crying and showing him the robes and other 
clothing that Dorcas had made while she was still with them.

40 Peter sent them all out of the room; then he got down on his knees and prayed. 
Turning toward the dead woman, he said, “Tabitha, get up.” She opened her eyes, and 
seeing Peter she sat up. 41 He took her by the hand and helped her to her feet. Then he 
called for the believers, especially the widows, and presented her to them alive. 42 This 
became known all over Joppa, and many people believed in the Lord. (EHV©)

INTRODUCTION
Name a “Tabitha” in your life. What was something you saw in that person that 

impacted your life?

INTO THE TEXT
1. Your obituary is written long before any words are printed on a newspaper page 

or spoken at your funeral. It is written in your actions and attitudes and verified by 
all the lives that you touched. Tabitha had been writing her obituary her whole life. 
What did her obituary say? 

 
2. One of the tricks of the devil is to get us to put off serving others generously until 

our lives are “just right.” How sad if this were an example of our obituary: 

“He always planned on helping the poor once he knew that he had enough for 
himself. She had every intention of getting involved in service to her Savior in 
church or in a community group once things settled down in her life. He would 
have been concerned with the problems in other peoples’ lives, but he had a lot of 
his own to work through first. She was always going to start giving a 
proportionate amount back to the LORD in her offerings once she had reached her 
financial goals in her life.”

This text gives us many reasons why we will not want to put off a life of 
generosity. Scan this short account and give at least 3 reasons. 
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APPLYING IT
1. We discussed Tabitha’s “Almost Obituary.”  She was likely not one of Time 

magazine’s “100 Most Influential People of 35 AD.” It was a robe here. A penny 
there. A garment here. A crust of bread there. She may not have been able to give 
the world, but what she gave meant the world to those who received it. These were 
the people who were preaching at her funeral. More specifically, what do you 
want your obituary or eulogy to say?

2. We just talked about what you would want said at your funeral. Here’s your 
chance to “eulogize” someone else in this church family. If you were asked to say a 
few words about someone else (your pick!), what “robe and other clothing” might 
you mention about their lives?

3. Look at the commitment card in your bulletin. Walk through it and decide what 
you would like to intentionalize this month.

Please stand.
BLESSING                                                                      
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.

Live in harmony with one another.
Serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give ✠ you peace.

C: Amen.
 
Be seated.
CLOSING HYMN Love in Christ Is Strong and Living | CW 490
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

THIS SUNDAY’S BIBLE STUDY: Ephesians
Join us in the cafeteria from 9:15 to 10:15 AM
For the google meet link, contact a pastor.

OFFERING FOR THE NEIGHBORHOOD TABLE Sept. 12

This weekend, we are taking a special offering to for The Neighborhood Table. We hope 
to raise enough money to cover the cost of the community meal that will be served there 
on Sept. 23 meal. Gifts toward this effort should be placed in the designated offering plates 
in the Welcome Center.

BRING THE KIDS! Sundays | 9:15-10:15 AM

Sunday School starts this Sunday for children in 3K-6th grade. If you missed this Sunday, 
that’s okay. Bring the kids next week. The Sunday School is using classrooms 104, 107, 
and 108 (also known respectively as the 3K, Kindergarten, and 5th-6th grade classrooms). 
These rooms are located in the northeast corner of the building. While the kids are in 
Sunday School, mom and dad join the Sunday Bible Study in the cafeteria.

NATIONAL HYMNAL WEEK EVENTS PLANNED Sept. 19-26

Beginning next Sunday, our entire synod will join in a week full of special 
events to celebrate the publication of the new hymnal.  While we don’t 
have new hymnals in the pews yet, next Sunday we will use one of the 
new orders of service and other resources from the hymnal for our 
worship. Our Sunday Bible study hour (9:15-10:15 AM) that day will be a 

hymn sing, where we'll hear and sing along with a video recording of choirs of students 
from Martin Luther College (MLC) and Luther Preparatory School (LPS), and a children’s 
choir from Brookfield, WI.  On Sunday afternoon, Sept. 26, we'll gather to watch a concert 
video featuring LPS and MLC choirs, the WELS Chamber group Canticum, and a 
liturgical ensemble, Trinitas, with refreshments to follow. Between September 19-26, 
WELS worship presentation videos on a range of hymnal and worship-related topics will 
be made available online. Stay tuned for more details on those. You will also have the 
opportunity to order your own hymnal, psalter, and/or devotional book. If you love 
music, y9u will love hymnal week!
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CAMPUS MINISTRY: A LIGHT SHINING IN A DARK PLACE October 2

Spend a morning learning about Campus Ministry at the Fall Mission Rally. Both men and 
women are welcome to attend this event, which will be held at Northland Lutheran High 
School in Konnenwetter. While the rally will be held in-person, mission presentations will 
be via video. Registration begins at 8:30 AM and activities should conclude around 11:30 
AM. This event is organized by the Wisconsin River Valley Circuit of the Lutheran Women’s 
Missionary Society (LWMS).  Offerings collected at the rally will support WELS Campus 
Ministry, mission work in Arizona and Florida, and the LWMS Home Office. If you have 
been collecting money for missions in a mite box, please bring in your mite box by Sept. 26, 
so we can deliver to the LWMS at the rally.

GIVE WHILE YOU SHOP!

In August, gift card purchases from St. Paul’s scrip program raised $954.71 for our school 
including paying some student tuition. From April 1 - June 30, shoppers who used 
AmazonSmile earned $75.88 for our ministry. Neither of these programs cost shoppers 
anything extra to use. To find out more on how you can participate, visit stpaulswr.org/scrip 
and stpaulwr.org/give.

WANT TO SUPPLEMENT YOUR INCOME? 

St. Paul’s has part-time openings for Childcare Workers, an Administrative Assistant, and 
a Janitor. We can be flexible on hours and days of the week. These are great opportunities 
for college students or mature high school students to make extra money during the school 
year, or for a retired person to supplement their income. Contact us to see if you are a good 
fit: 715-421-3634 or churchoffice@stpaulswr.org. 

GOD’S PEOPLE GATHER

October 3
One of the things we have missed most during the pandemic is being able to worship 
together. Psalm 26:8 says, “I love the house where you live, O LORD, the place where your 
glory dwells.” This is why we gather. There is just no replacement for it. On Sunday, 
October 3, we are going to gather as a church family and praise God for the blessings of 
public worship. It will also be the perfect opportunity to reach out to others with a 
personal invitation to join us as we gather and praise God for all of his blessings!



11

CALENDAR September 12-19

SUNDAY    8:00 AM Worship  
9:15 AM Catechism Class in the Resource Center
9:15 AM Sunday Bible Study in the cafeteria
9:15 AM Sunday School (grades 3K-6)

10:30 AM Worship 

MONDAY 6:30 PM Worship

TUESDAY 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
9:45 AM Women Walking in the Word in the Resource Center
6:30 PM Stephen Ministers Peer Group in the Resource Center

WEDNESDAY 8:55 AM School Chapel Service
6:30 PM Bible Book Group in the Resource Center
6:30 PM Foundations of the Christian Faith in the cafeteria

THURSDAY 7:00 AM Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop 

SUNDAY    8:00 AM Worship  
9:15 AM Catechism Class in the Resource Center
9:15 AM Hymn Sing in the cafeteria
9:15 AM Sunday School (grades 3K-6)

10:30 AM Worship 

ATTENDANCE & OFFERING REPORT 
Last Week’s Attendance:  204   

From July 1, 2021 to September 9, 2021 
Actual ministry income:  $ 262,747
Actual cost of ministry: $ 199,018

Mortgage balance:  $1,225,028

Organ Fund balance: $ 28,015

Psalm 119:11 (NIV)

HYMN SING
Sunday, Sept. 19

9:15-10:15AM
in the church

Hear & Sing music 
from the new hymnal
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